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T-Shirt free! Or for just $5.95 plus 
$2.00 shipping and handling, buy a 
T-Shirt direct from Monogram. 
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| THAT. HE HAD HURLED 
IT... RAW AND BLOODY... 


ARCANE 
SAID THAT... 


AM SHACKLED... 
TO THES SOEY. 
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THE CONFINES... OF 
THIS SHELL... 


ONCE WHEN I WISHED TO 
ESCAPE... THE KNOWLEDGE... 


LZ REMEMBER. THAT HE 
FIRST STEP. WAS ERS. 


NOI S0 MUCH... AN FFOR,.. AS 
A GREAT... RECAKATION... 
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THE URGE...TOLETMY |} 


TO DROWN... 
IN PEACE... 
AND SILENCE... 
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" t My! 5 
"1 


CAN 7HUS... \ 
BE THE AFTERLIFE? 


BUT WHY... IS IT... 
ma 


NO...NO, IT CANNOT 
BE... YET WHY...16 IT 
... DESERTED 7 


PLEASE, I NEED HELP... I GOT LOST IN THE FOG, 
AN' My LITTLE BOY, HE'S AROUND HERE SOMEPLACE... 


WHERE ARE WE? 00 you 
WORK AROUND HERE 7 


"1 WAS DRIVING 
JERRY TO StHa, § 
AND... ; 


MAKIN ' A NOIGE IN THE BACK, 
SANGIN ' THIS SONG FROM 
KIDDIE T.V. L TURNED 


23 Fs 


I WAS JUST 
PULLIN’ OUT INTO 


F BUDDY, IF ANYONE HERE HAD 
BRERIHM, T'D ADVISE YOU 
SAVE IT. 


(THEY WON'T BE 
COMING BACK. 


INCIDENTALLY, / PITY IT COULDN'T 
: { BE UNDER MORE 
PLEASANT 


CIRCUMSTANCES. 


YOU WOULDN'T, IN YOUR WORLD 
1'M (MASIBLE, I'VE RUN INTO 200/ 


7. AND IF YOU'RE 
3 STILL AR/VE, WHAT ARE 
= YOU DOING IN THE REGION 
SOF THE JUST BEAD? 


.-- BUT THE KID LIVED FORA 
COUPLE OF MINUTES, I HUNG ON 
TO WAIT POR HIM. 

yOu HA 


SHE WAS CAST 
OUT... FROM HER 
BODY: UNDUSTLY.. 


IF SHE'S AB 
WE'LL FIND Hi 
THANK: YOU, 
THIS PLACE,..17- 
SHIFTS... CHANGES, 


POLTERGE! 


7 «sep oui 
THEY'RE GAZING... 


THEY 'RE COMPLETELY AUALESS. THEY 
JUST FORM FROM THE BCIO-FO6 AT 
THE POINTS WHERE PARTICULARLY VIOLENT 
EMOTIONS SEP THROUGH PROM THE 
LIVING, WORLD. 


. RIGHT, WE GET eer ali 
A COUPLE WHO HANG AROUND, . eee 
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AROUND HERE ! 
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“J he 
WER 
i] 


I'VE HEARD O 
BIG FRUIT TASTE, 
BUT THIS /S 
RIDICULOUS ! 


UH, LISTEN... TM NOT SUPPOSED 
TO GO BEYOND THIS POINT. PROM 


a 


UH, LOOK, T_DON'T KNOW 
WHAT YOU'RE EXPECTING, BUT AS I 
UNDERSTAND IT; THERE'S A WOMAV 
RUNNING THE SHOW. HER NAME'S 
RAMA KUSHNA.., 


Y'KNOW, BEING BEAL, IT'S 
LIKE WAITING FORA ELM... 


ys 


HANDS.” WITH THE 
STRANGER. WE HAVE 
MET... BEFORE. 


PERHAPS... CHE DAY. . 
T MAY HELE. ees 


HEARD A LITTLE 

THE CONPLICT IN 
WHICH SHE WAS 

DIGPLACED. 


HGR UNCLE , THE DEPBATED AW AAV 
ARCANE, PLUNGBD THROUGH THIS 
REGION ON Hi6 WAY 70 HELL, A BLACK 
AND SHRIEKING COMET, SPITTING 

MOLTEN TAR... 


THE NOIGE AND 
THE STENCH WERE 
MBOWELE. 


I KN@W THEN THAT THE 
LAST OF THE MATTER HAD 
NOT BEEN HEARD. 
COME . 
IF WE ARE TO 
FIND YOUR FRIBND, &. 
WE MU6T ALAR... 


.- ALTHOUGH, IN 
TRUTH, IT & NOT 
VERY AAR. 


€ 


MMIII TI)! 


WM, 


ia 
THESE LIGHTS... 


T FEEL. ASIF I... 
REMEMBER THEM... 


T DION'T THINK 
THERE WERE ANY 
STRANGERS IN 


PARADISE... ; ALEC... 
: P 4 HOLLAND 7 


i” AOCLANO? THEN 
I FEAR L AM CONFUBED. 
T HAD BELIEVED THAT 
YOU WERE... 


IT IS AN ASPECT. 
OF HEAVEN. HEAVEN 
MANY 


"AND I OUGHT 10 HANK * 
YOU FOR HELPING ME 
GET HERE. 


f 


1} WAS... NOTHING... IT AREEP ME. T'D BECOME 
OBSESSED WITH NOT LEAVING MY 
BODY THERE IN THE SWAMP, 


il! Pag a resutr, 1 Gor stuck 
BETWEEN EARTH AND THE 
REALM OF THE JUST-DEAD. 


ONLY A BAMA... 


1 FEAR I HAVE LONG SINCE 
BECOME A STRANGER 
IN PARADISE. 


++ AND IF YOU 
ARE (WEEED 
THE SHADE OF 
ALEC HOLLAND, 
THEN YOUR DEMISE 
WAS VIOLENT IN 
THE 4 


THAT'S WHY TM NOT ANXIOUS 1O TAKE 
UP THE OPTION TO AE/WCARNATE FOR 


A WHILE, EVEN THOLIGH LINDA WANTS TO... 


) SHE WANTS To GO BACK 
ON THE MERRY-GO- 
ROUND, HAVE SOME CHILDREN. 
YOUR WORLD WILL AZEP 
CHILDREN SOON... 


“WHY DID YOU COME HERE? 
YOU'RE NOT DEAD, 


I KNOW THE WOMAN YOU MEAN. 


SHE HASN'T BEEN By HERE, OR 
1'D HAVE SEEN HER. 


LIKE T SAID, IT'S 
A SMALL PLACE... 


AND SAY HELLO TO LINDA? } 


T'VE TOLD HER ABOUT 
you, 


i. 1 HAR. ‘ | INDEED... AND COLDER STILL WITH 
HOPED... THAT ARCANE... EACH STEP WE TAKE FROM HIS 
MYSTERIOUS PRESENCE. 


FROM HIS ETHEREAL 
CONTINENT OF PERPETUAL 
AFTERNOON. 


BOSTON BRAND 1S A 
YOUNG SPIRIT. HE HAS SEEN BUT 
A FEW JIGSAW FRAGMENTS... 


.OF A DESIGN THAT. SPREADS 
OUTWARD FOREVER. 


WAS AAUAE. 


1% MEERONILUN, 


OF COURSE 
THE ORDERED 
UNIVERSE iS BuT A 
MICROSCOPIC BUBBLE 
IN AN OCEAN OF 
SEETHING MADNESS. 


THUS, THERE IS ONE WHO IS APPOINTED 
TO THIS DISMAL TERRITORY AS A 
SENTINEL, THOUGH OFTEN HIS puTIES 
TAKE HIM ELSEWHERE, 


THE BLACKNESS 15 A 
PART CF WHAT HE IS, 
NCW PREPARE YOURSELF... 


HAPPENING? 


WHO APPROACHES...“ 


HOW STRANGE. I 
HAD THOUGHT THEM 
ALL LONG SINCE 
FESTROYEL.. 


...ANO ANOTHER 

BESIDE YOU? T SHALL 
CONDENSE my SUBSTANCE 
THAT I MAY SEE HIM 
MORE KEZIVL YC 


THERE ARENO © 
FRIENDS IN THIS 
PLACE. 


SHE IS CONSIGNED 
TO THE UNSPEAKABLE 
REALMS BENEATH... 


.» ANO THAT 
IS WHERE SHE 
MUST SHAY! y 


CONTAIN YOURSELF / 
THIS 16 ONE WHO. 
CANNOT BE FOUBHT. 


ECTRE HEAR ME! 
IE WOMAN WAS 
ZONCEMMED BY ONE 
WHO HAD AO RIGHT.” 
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WAKE UP. 
N 


WAIT LL Yo! 


hey, 
COMING ON 


“y'S ‘yeuoneueiuy ddes pue 
“uy ‘SUONONPOJ 4 BIOQIEG-BUUBH PE6LO® 
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7\T ALL BEGInts \ 
SePremBer IS™ 


ALL. THAT HAPPENS, HAPPENS BUT IF SHE IS CSTE — 
BY DECREE OF CAE WL. 5 CONDEMNED TO HELL, THEN 


HAS NO REASON... 
THERE I ONE VOICE THAT SPEAKS > 
IN ALL THINGS, A, AND IF THAT 1G SN] 
SPECTRE, THEN AARALISE }} 
IF THE WOMAN IG COMPEMNVER I /ISELF |S AN EMPTY i 
THEN THAT |S THE FATE SET 
ASIDE FOR HER. 


(fas a 


YET, IF THINGS ARE 
A& YOU SAY, FHEN WOULD 
NOT HER RETURN FROM 
DEATH RENDER LE 
( (TSELE WEANINGLESS 7 


THEN WHAT OF 
OWN CORRIGAN 7 


OF ALL THE PRESENCES, 
YOU WERE ALWAYS MY 
FAVORITE. 


WE ARE APPROACHING 
THE VERY ESE OF 
RATIONAL BEING HERE. 


WHAT YOU SEE ABOUT 
YOU |S BUT THE 70mB - 
_ PRINT OF CHAOS. 


ALITTLE WAY AHEAD \ 
THE SENSELESS RAGING OF 
THE CHAOLLAS/M BEGINS, 
AND CONTINUES CUT TO 
MNEIMT 


WE APPROACH THE 
LAST PLACE. THAT CAN 
RULY BE CALLED 
A PLACE. 


THE GATES WILL OPEN 
AS YOU APPROACH. I CANNOT 
ACCOMPANY YOU BEYOND THIS 
POINT. EACH SOUL MUST 
ENTER ALE. 


OTHERMISE, 
HOW COULD IT TRULY 
BE AELL ? Y 


WITHIN THIS PLACE ARE CREATURES 

THAT WOULD TEAR THE WINGS FROM 

ANGELS PS A MOMENTS RESPITE 
FROM BOREDOM, 


IT WARMS MY 
HEART TO MEET 
WITH THEE 
AGAIN... 


2. AND MEET 
WITH COURAGE, 


FREE FROM 
HESITATION. 


” AND SIMPLY 
LACKING IN 
MWAGINATION? 


AH, YES. THE DEMON THAT = a 
FANCIES HIMSELF HALF A 4M. : "ON REPTILE! THOU ART LACK!” THE POT 
& at ==] EXCLAIMS. J KNOW ONE MORE AMGBIVALENT, 


FAR THAN I 4 


* A LONELY 
SOUL, WHO, 
MENTIONING 


WHO 
WILL NOT SERVE 

ABOVE, NOR REIGN 

BELOW, BLT WALKS 

A PATH ‘TWEEN 

MMOLOCH AND THE ¥ 

MANGER ; HEAR ANY MORE 


IF YOU HAVE COME TO 
MOCK, THEN BEGONE TO 
WHATEVER PIT SAUMED, 
You. 


10 MOCK? WaT? 
7?'Ne HEE SR, f} 


THAT I. BRING. 


AND WHAT. IS 

THE PRICE OF 

4 DEMON 'S 
HIRE? 


7 _ Yeas WAY DECIDE. 
WHATEVER SUITS YOU 
BEST. Sy 


# START A 


OF YOUR 
OWN. 


For more details 
mail attached 
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. that's what people will be saying after YOU 
introduce them to GRIT for the first time. 


HERE'S YOUR BIG CHANCE TO: 


Earn extra spending money 
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Gain practical business experience 
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l THIS? J 


IT 16 A FLOWER, 
PLUCKED UPON THE 
WESTERN SLOPE 

OF AEWEN. 


HOW FRECVAYS. LET 
THIS BLOSSOM BE MY 
FEE, TO PLANT WITHIN 
YON DARK SATANIC MILL... 


... AND HAVE ITS BEAUTY 
THERE FORALL TO SEE, JES 
COMPARED WITH WHICH, 
HELL SHALL GROW . 
BLEAKER S72: 


NOW, GATHER TO ME, 
CREATURE OF THE FEN, AND 
WE 6HALL WALK, AS ONE, 
BEYOND THOSE WALLS ‘MIDST 
SHRIEKING MAIDS AND 
SOBBING GENTLEM 


YOU CANNOT 
ACCOMPANY HIM! 
THE RULES? AND IF 1 SAEAK 
THESE RULES, PRAY TELL SHALL 
ty I BE MMWSHED? 


F{ SENT, PERHAPS, 
D 10 HELL? 


WE SEEK A WOMAN. HAS 
JE PASSED THis WAY 2 


& WHAT, PRAY 7HLL, 
ARE OU SOXVE 


ey 
BESTEL, MY LITE 
SLLNS -PLPCHG. WE 
CAN'T HAVE YOU CAFENEING 
LORD ETRIGAV'S GUEST! 


THINK YOU GO? 


WE SUFFER AS 
WE CACASE. 
NOTHING'S AMISS. 
ALL TORMENTS 
ARE DESERVED... 


HE MOUANKS, BUT HE CANNOT WUH- HOLLAND? 
PREVENT THEIR FALL. 
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And there’s plenty of ACTION! 


Your own POWERHOUSE Control Station. . . 
Automatic Cattle Loader . . . Automatic Pipe Loader plus an 
Automatic Switch Track with Switchman...50”x41” Full - 
Color Track Layout Platform with exclusive Trak Lok™ design. 
Get this exciting Bachmann POWERHOUSE Train Set and 
enjoy hours of fun!!! 


Available now at your favorite Toy and Hobby Store. 


% BACHMANN INDUSTRIES, INC. 
© 4400 EAST ERIE AVENUE 

Gf PHILADELPHIA, PA 19124 
(245) §33-1600 


SUH-SNLL, I HUH-HAD MW 


| IH - REVISMSE, DIDN'T 17 
YUH YOU AME CUH-COME FOR 
MUH -MY WECE, T TAKE IT? 


AHEAD? IN TRUTH, I'LL 


HE PUSHED US TO ONE 
SIGE, RUNDELTHRATT. 


FOOL ! WOULD YOU FIGHT ALL 

AULL? YOUR PRIZE 16 HOV / 
TAKE UP YOUR FALLEN 
BLOSSOM NOW, AND AU, 


—— hs 


I GAINED A AOWER, 
HE 7AKES ONE, IN RETURN. 
AS FOR MY SCF NESS, 


ry’ 
LET US AYP THE CONCEITED 
VERSES FROM HIS THROAT, 
LONG WITH THE HS. 


N 
AAS SS 


THE CLOTH FROM GND 
To eno! 


THOU QUANTUM IMPS AND 
CHERUGE BY WHOSE DANCE SET RIGHT AND TRUE 
1S SUBSTANCE FORMED TO AGAINGT DIMENSIONS THREE 
SHAPE THE PHELBS, WE KNOW — LET OUR ILL- ANGLED 
PASSAGE BE PREPARED 
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JUSTICE LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
Vs 


THE AVENGERS 
THE DEATH OF A DREAM 


BY DICK GIORDANO 


PART I: TRUTH OR 
CONSEQUENCES 

If you've read Marvel Age #19, Oct., 
you'll know what this column is about. 
It you haven't read it, I suggest you try 
to get a copy and read, in particular, 
Marvel's version of the events behind 
the JLA/Avengers team-up 
controversy 

One dictionary definition holds that 
truth is: “Conformity to fact or reality.” 
Let's explore the truths revealed, and, 
more telling, the truths not revealed, in 
the Marvel Age report. 

First, 1 am mildly curious as to why 
no one is willing to take credit for 
writing the Marvel Age article. It is the 
only non-Marvel news piece in the 
magazine that does not carry a byline. 
You'll notice my byline atthe top of this 
column, so at least you’il know who is 
responsible for all that is printed here. 

lam a bit more curious as to why 
Marvel's writer (whoever he/she was) 
quoted so liberally from my letter of 
May 26th to Jim Shooter without 
including the portion containing an 
apology and an assessment of the 
realities of producing this book: 


“The motivation for the events was 
weak I agreed with you and we set 
about to fix the plot. When we thought 
we had it de-bugged, Len called you 
with an outline of the changes, to 
which you responded positively, 
saying you felt the changes would 
work. Len reported that conversation 
to me with the request from you thata 
new written plot be submitted. I 
thought this request to be logical but 
largely a formality and ordered 
George Perez to start drawing betore 
the new plot was typed. In doing so, I 
had no intention of ignoring your 
wishes. | understood your 
conversation with Len to be a tacit 
approval of our modifications and 
desired enly to keep the project 
moving I havesince apologized to you 
for this seeming breach of protocol and 


trust that this unintentional mistake is 
not one of the reasons for your 
rejection. 

Yes, there still remain some 
questions left unanswered in the plot, 
but no more or less than are left 
unanswered in most plots. More often 
than not, these questions are resolved 
while the work is in progress, and I'm 
sure that you'll agree the levels of skill 
possessed by George Perez, Roy 
Thomas, Len Wein, and myself are 
sufficient to resolve these plot “holes” 
to everyone's satisfaction, and I would 
surely submit the material in its 
subsequent more finished stages and 
welcome your input at that time.” 

{And at the conclusion of that same 
letter:|"The storyline makes sense to 
me and everyone else here and our 
contract stipulates that “Marvel and 
DC shall jointly agree en mutually 
acceptable modifications,’ and I can 
hardly agree with your modifications if 
I don't know what they are 

Perhaps we should just put this back 
in the hands of Mark and Len and 
George and Roy and trust that these 
seasoned pros, three of whom have 
worked well for both companies, won't 
embarrass themselves or DC and 
Marvel. Whichever way you choose to 
go, I respectfully request that you 
respond as quickly as possible 
TIMES-A.WASTIN'! 


Warmest Personal Regards 
Dick Giordano 
Vice President-Executive Editor” 


Little matter that the quotes from that 
letter, chosen by Marvel. did not 
accurately reflect my intent in writing 
it; little matter that the first two pages of 
their story contain numerous 
inaccuracies and distortions; little 
matter I am portrayed as having no 
interest in the quality of the plot rather 
than as the person whe suggested that 
the best way to quality was to trust a 
creative team who individually had 
made commitment to quality in all that 
they had previously undertaken. 
Working together, they could do no 
less. What does matter is that I 
accepted the responsibility for all the 
mistakes made up to that time, 
apologized for them, and urged that we. 
put aside the past and, in a show of 


Othe hist ... 


mutual cooperation, move forward, 
quickly. I heped that by so doing we 
could dispel the perceptions, common 
at the time, that JLA/AVENGERS wae 
becoming a political football rather 
than a long-awaited comic. 

Jim Shooter responded with a list of 
his specific problems with the soript. It 
took him twenty or so days to produce 
not a very long time, 

given the work load of the editor-in- 
chief of the country’s largest comic 
book publisher. Immediately upon 
receipt of Jim's list, I forwarded copies 
of it, all the versions of the plots writte: 
to that date, and George Peree’s twent: 
pages of pencils, to Roy Thomas in 
California. I gave him a week to digest 
the material (Roy was slated to write 
only the dialogue and was not directly 
involved in the plot up until that time), 
then after several phone calls between 
Roy and myseli to discuss the plot's 
specific needs and Jim's objeetions, 
Roy rewrote the plot. He delivered the 
completed draft to our offices on July 
28th. It took Roy little more than a 
month to complete and deliver this 
final (fourth all told!) version of the 
script. Not a long time, either ... given 
the circumstances. 

This is where the real problem 
began. The events from this time 
forward are the basis for the 
complaints registered by, and here « 
quote from the Marvel Age article, 
“people connected with the project” in 
“interviews for various fanzines that 
give the misimpression that Marvel is 
responsible for deliberately delaying 
the project.’ Remember, Roy Themas 
was one of these so interviewed and he 
wasn’t directly involved in the project 
until well after the delays and 
problems caused by my errors. It is 
also relevant to note that Roy and all 
who gave those interviews agreed in 
print that I committed errors in 
judgment in the early going. It was the 
later events that caused their 14 and 
1 is those later events that the Marvel 
Age article ignores or glosses over, and} 
it+> nose later events that I wish to 
detail now 

On July 28th, a copy of Roy's plot 
was hand-delivered to Marvel. A 
second copy was delivered to George 
Perez during the next week. No word 
was received from anyone at Marvel, 
not even an acknowledgment of its 
receipt. Since both companies were 
planning to attend the San Diego 
convention in force on August 4th, I 
payed no particular note to the back of 
communication. We were busy getting 
everything done so we could go to San 
Diego (and beyond!), and I presumed 
Marvel was too. When we all reached 
San Diego, I approached Jim and 
asked if he had read the script. He said 
he hadn't, but that he had it with him 
and would try to read it while he was 
there. I pointed out to him that it would 
be advantageous if hedid so, since we 
had a rare opportunity during that 
four-day weekend convention. 


To be concluded in next Meanwhile... 
column. 
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And they're yours in this incredible 
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power action. Superman punches. 
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You decide! 
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